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Analysis of Big Data on Public Interest in
Primary School Marine Education Policy
Sheng Tsung Tu'

Cheng Huan Chang?

Chao Liang Chou®
Abstract

Since 2008, when the Ministry of Education incorporated marine education
into the 9-year integrated curriculum of elementary and middle schools, Taiwan has
formed a preliminary marine education system after more than two decades of
exploration. However, public perceptions of marine education in elementary
schools remain varied and debatable.

This study applies content analysis assisted by big data to measure online
public sentiment related to elementary school marine education from July 1, 2021,
to June 30, 2022. The findings show that public sentiment related to marine
education in elementary schools primarily involves three types: sustainable
development policies, competitions related to the ocean, and parent-child
participatory activities. Moreover, the volume of public sentiment is largely

concentrated on the promotion of achievements by county and city mayors.

Keywords: Marine Education, Big Data, Online Public Sentiment, Sustainable

Development
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Political “Dialogue” across Taiwan Strait
- A Study of Equivocation Theory
Yu-Sheng Li'
Abstract

According to Bavelas et al.’s (1988, 1990) theory of equivocation,
equivocation occurs in response to a special situation, referred to as an avoidance-
avoidance conflict. Equivocal messages can be achieved by manipulating the
clarity of the Sender, Content, Receiver, and Context dimensions. In this research,
the theory of equivocation is applied to analyze two public texts concerning the
discussion of national reunification between Taiwan and Mainland China as their
political communication is not normally conducted clearly and directly. The
results show that Bavelas et al.’s theory, which is developed from largely lab-based
experiments in the context of North American culture, may not be adequate to a full
understanding of an equivocal communication in a naturally occurring situation in
the Chinese societies. Bavelas et al.’s dimensional approach is generally useful,
although the Receiver dimension has to be revised taking account of multiple
audiences. Also, the avoidance-avoidance conflict seems only a limited
explanation for equivocation. Other alternatives can be strategic use and cultural

differences.

Keywords: China, Dialogue, Equivocation, Text, Taiwan
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Discussing local cultural industries and
community development from the perspective
of participatory communication
Ming-Ying Lee!

Abstract

This study aims to explore how the local community in Fangyuan Township,
Changhua County, utilized local knowledge and developed local cultural industries
from the perspective of participatory communication to seek another path for
community development after the suspension of construction of the Kuokuang
Petrochemical Plant.

This study found that the implementation of wetland conservation policies
lacked an understanding embedded in the local context, and ignored the real needs
of local community residents. However, the local community revitalized historical
and cultural heritage and autonomously developed ecotourism, featuring the
characteristics of wetlands and manatee carts. The value of local knowledge was
further recreated. This presented the process of participatory communication.
Therefore, the key to community development lies in transforming tourism
activities of local cultural industries into shared goods for the community.

Construcing a structure of collective interests and actions.is in need.

Keywords: ecotourism, community development, local cultural industries, local

knowledge, participation communicaiton

! Professor, Department of Mass Communication, Providence University
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